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COLUMBIA RIVER INTER- TRIBAL FISH COMMISSION

729 N.E. Oregon. Suite 200. Portland. Oregon 97232 Telephone (503) 238-0667

Fax (503) 235-4228

www.critfc.org

SYSTEM OPERATIONAL REQUEST: 2000-C2

TO: Brigadier General Strock
William Branch
Cindy Henriksen, Rudd Turner
Doug Arndt, Lt. Col. R. Slusar
Lt Col. W;E. ~ulen, Jr.
J. William McDonald
Judith Johansen
Greg Delwiche, Robin MacKay

COE-NWD
COE-NWD-NP- Water Management
COE-NWD-NP- WM-RCC
COE-NWD-Portland I,
COE-NWD-Walla Walla
QSBR- Pacific Northwest Regional Director
BP A Administrator
~PA-PG-5 and BPA-PGPO

FROM: Kyle Martin, Mainstem Hydrolopjst, and Boblilejtti~ CRITFC Hydro Program

DATE: June 28.2000

SUBJECT: RefIll of Lake Roosevelt for ADadromous and Resident Fish Protection

SPECIFICAnONS:

Meet the June 30 ~ refill of Lake Rooseveltto msl129Q as reqqired ~ Reasonable and
Prudent Measurei,~ J o,ftbe 1995-1998 NMFS piolo8ic8l <;>pinio~fQ, the Federal Columbia
River Power.

In order to meet the above the operating agenc~es should ~mplish the following actions'

BP A should obtain through purchase or otl\er means additional Canadian storage to refill
Lake Roosevelt. , , , , I'

.

Reclamation should refrain from pumping ::?;50-500 kaffrom Lake Roosevelt to Banks Lake..

JUSTIFICATION:

The Reasonable and Prudent Measure # 1 of th~ 1995-1998 NMFS Biological Opinion for the
Federal Columbia River Power states II Having the reservoirs full on June 30, when natural

run~ff ~~clines. results in the great~st amo~t .¥ water available for !he s~mmer migration
period Refill of Lake Roosevelt msures cnti~a1 water for summer juvemle and adult,
anadromous fish and is vital to insure stabilizatJon of the reservoir habitat for important resident
fish production for upriver tribal interests. Refill of Lake Roosevelt also is important to protect
tribal cultural resources. I
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The Corps extremely conservative management for flood control has resulted in the inability of
natural runoff to refill Lake Roosevelt, despite an average runoff year in the mainstem Columbia
(Figure I). If the Corps had followed the CRITFC 2000 River operations Plan, submitted to the
federal operators in early April, 2000, Lake Roosevelt would have met refill to msl1290 by June
30 without risk of flooding downstream areas (Figure 2). CRITFC had requested a tribal
consultation with the Corps on this and other issues as set forth in Lt. General Ballard' s 1998
US. Army Corps of Engineers Tribal Policy Principles, but the Corps' Northwestern Division
failed to engage in consultation on the CRITFC 2000 River Operations Plan and acted in a
manner that jeopardizes treaty trust resources.

CRITFC calls upon Reclamation. the Corps and BP A and NMFS to meet the specifications in
RP A # 1 and protect treaty trust resources as called for in the Departments of Commerce and
Interior Secretarial Order. President Clinton. s April 29. 1994 Memorandum to Federal
Departments and Agencies on Government to Government relations with Native American
Tribal Governments and the Department of Dqfense American Indian and Alaska Native Policy.

Attachments
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Figure 8

GRAND COULEE POOL ElEVATKJNS
Columbia River at Grand Coulee (GCLJ

08-Mar-00 Outflow RFC WSF Inl1aN (A-S) GCL Pool
~~~.=~~Oi'.WY 2000 ~s~~W;~M~~l Storage Elevation
,Q~~~: Local Flow Change {feet)

'::::.::.:;~~: {kcfs) (kcfs) (KaF) erwJ-of-perkId

E .~;ilil,',:"II, ~ ~~ ~: :1~,"~~~
Mar 73 61 20 145 1264.5
Apr 1-15 130 103 30 -310 1260.0
Apr 16-30 160 137 39 -320 1255.5
May 1-15 180 247 44 719 1266.0
May 16-31 220 295 53 1038 1280.0
Jun 1-15 250 367 41 315 1~84.0
Jun 16-30 235 312 35 434 1290.0
Ju11-15 210 221 15 -158 1~87.S
Ju116-31 170 176 12 54 1~88.5
Aug 1-15 155 123 4 29 1f89.0
Aug 16-31 140 94 3 -176 1f86.5
Sep 1-15 120 74 3 .244 1i83.5
Sep 16.30 70 61 3 .7~ 1~83.0
Total (KaF): 61,699 66,825 1308 Banks=~KaF
CRITFC Hydro Proqram MARCH 2000 WS FOREC~T- ,

GRAND COULEE S~SONAL FLOWS
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